Little Red Ant

Not really an ant, but for want of a name...
This is a dry fly which attracts grayling, but has caught many species in most waters.

Thread: brown, red or black, the finest you can handle.
Hook: 16 or 18 'normal' shank (NOT short)

Hackles: red game (or 'brown') cock

Butt and shoulder:  peacock herl

Body: red dyed feather herl (e.g. goose)

Start the thread and wind in close turns right up to the bend. Tie in a hackle at the extreme position
then take the thread forward temporarily in 2 or 3 open turns to park it out of the way.

Wind (forward) about 4 turns of the hackle, stroking the barbs back at each turn. Bring the thread
back, secure and trim the hackle.

Tie in one length of peacock herl, just in front of the hackle. Again you can take the thread forward
to park it while winding 2 or 3 turns of the herl.



